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Thursday 24 April 2008
KEELAN JOINS GALLIPOLI POTTING DAY
Adelaide gardening expert Michael Keelan is going “potty”.
The radio and TV identity will join students from the Urrbrae Agricultural High School on Monday to pot iris and rosemary to help commemorate Anzac Day.

Foundation Daw Park, established by war veterans, is holding the Gallipoli Potting Day as a fundraiser for medical research and patient care projects at The Repatriation General Hospital (The Repat).
Keelan and the students, returning from school holidays, hope to pot more than 2000 iris bulbs and rosemary cuttings. The pots have been kindly donated by Bunnings Warehouse.
Once potted, the plants will be maintained by gardeners at The Repat until they are mature and ready to sell to the public around September. Proceeds will benefit Foundation Daw Park.
Iris’ and rosemary hold particular significance to the veteran community and their families that visit The Repat.
The iris bulbs are from the collection of WWII veteran Gilbert Cole, donated to The Repat by his widow in his memory.
The rosemary, a symbol of remembrance, is part of the landscape at the Repat and holds special meaning for Australians because it was found growing wild on the Gallipoli Peninsula and brought home by Australian veterans.

Foundation Daw Park Executive Director Chris Jenner says the Gallipoli Potting Day will bring together volunteers for a great cause whilst remembering the spirit of the Anzacs.

“It sums up the sense of community that is The Repat and Foundation Daw Park. The veterans, the gardens, community health and well-being; and the importance of caring about and investing in the health and well being of our veterans and the wider community in the future,” she said. 

Foundation Daw Park was established to provide funding, facilities and equipment to support world-class medical research and patient care at The Repat.
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Foundation Daw Park Executive Director
Chris Jenner
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